The story quickly engages readers
by introducing the plot conflict

right away, capturing the attention
of even reluctant readers from the

Chapter 1

start.
Practice
“Get up and do it again!” Vic screamed. “If you're not throwing up
then you are NOT done!” /
“Shut up, Vic!” | couldn’t help it. The sun was too hot and we had
been running the same play for two hours. “I'm getting some water.”
Simol | didn’t really care if Vic was the assistant football coach or not. He
imple
sentence wasn’t about to kill us before we got to play ourfirst game of the
structure and
fast-paced il
plotskeep .  “Ozziel GET BACK IN LINE!” Vic’s voice boomed. | turned to face the
readers
engaged and assistant coach, a very large man, with arms the size of melons and
improve
P . thighs stretching his shorts to their limits. His hair was cut short and
reading
fluency. his large hands were wiping the sweat that was pouring off his face.

Sometimes it was scary how much he looked like me.

“No.” lturned away and walked toward the water. Used paper cups
were tossed everywhere, so | went right for one of the large orange
water coolers. | pushed the button as | tucked my mouth under the

cool stream of water. | tried to drown out Vic’s voice yelling at me. |

Activate background knowledge
with free reading guides that provide
question and reflection prompts. For
example:

Do you think Ozzie should have talked
to Vic the way that he did? Explain.

The font
spacing and
size are
easily
readable yet
still
appropriate
for the
intended
audience.

Free reading
guides scaffold
learning and
define new
vocabulary for
each chapter
according to
how the words
are used in the
current context.
Forexample:
assistant—
someone who
helps but is not
in charge

Short
chapters
promote a
quicker pace
and help
keep
students
engaged.



